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THE POWER OF MENTORSHIP
“What I like most about Big Brothers Big Sisters is
having someone to talk to and telling someone about
my day. Hanging out and meeting up and laughing
with each other. Sharing the most important memories with each other is cool.”
– Jaxson (Little Brother)

Genevieve (Little Sister),
“Genevieve, you are persistent, creative, perceptive,
open-minded, and smart. When you put your mind
to it, there’s no limit to what you can accomplish.
Years ago, we stopped explaining our relationship
by discussing BBBS, and instead we just introduce
each other as sisters. I love that you’re my sister, and
I look forward to many more years of friendship to
come.”
– Love, Ellen (Big Sister)

Thanks to over 50 years of partnership with generous supporters, like you, Big Brothers Big

Sisters Lincoln has played a significant role in matching over 2,300 youth with a positive adult mentor who ignites
their potential and helps them achieve success in life. But we know there is more to do.
More children, like Genevieve, need someone to defend their potential. More children, like Jaxson, are looking for
someone with whom they can share their most important memories.

Is that someone you? Will you invest in their power and promise?

THE NEED IS GREAT
VS

926 Youth awaiting
a mentor

51% Youth identify as person of
color versus 12% of mentors

3 out of 4 Youth
are in poverty

BUT THERE IS HOPE!
*Statistics based off 2021 State of Mentoring Report from the Lincoln Youth Mentoring Coalition.

OUR MISSION: Big Brothers Big Sisters Lincoln creates and supports one-to-one
mentoring relationships that ignite the power and promise of young people.
Youth “Littles” are connected with caring adult mentor “Bigs” to create life-changing mentoring relationships. We
operate under the belief that inherent in every child is the ability to succeed and thrive in life. Our evidence-based,
community-centered program provides inclusive mentoring services for children and youth ages 7-18 and sets us
apart from other site-based mentoring agencies by enabling us to impact children outside the classroom and
support youth year-round.

““Youth who participate in our program achieve
academic improvement, develop better relationships
with their peers and family, and become less likely
to engage in drugs and alcohol.”
– Shawn Ryba, Executive Director, Big Brothers Big Sisters Lincoln

Connecting Youth to Positive Adult Mentors Since 1970
Big Brothers Big Sisters Lincoln was established in 1970 in partnership
with the local sheriff’s department and the YMCA – known then as
Y Pals – to meet the needs of single parents and limited-income youth.
Over the last five decades, we have been committed to excellence in
serving Lincoln-area children and youth, developing positive relationships
that have a direct and lasting impact on their lives.

What Sets Us Apart
• Community-based mentoring program
• Free and discounted events, tickets, 1:1, or group engagement
opportunities for matches
• On-going match support
• Referrals to community partners
• Trainings on child safety, mental health, and navigating tough conversations
• Milestone celebrations!

“What I enjoy most about BBBSL is that
I get to experience a lot of things that I
wouldn’t get to experience otherwise. I’m
really glad that I get to have Trudy in my
life. She’s a big inspiration for me.”
– Keesha (Trudy’s Little Sister)
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“The Big Brothers Big Sisters Lincoln staff are the unsung
heroes who care about our Littles and all of their family
members. Olivia and I are the beneficiaries of this long-term
partnership, but we didn’t take a single step alone as the
staff was beside us every step of the way. THANK YOU so
much for making a difference in our lives.”
– Veronica Riepe (Big Sister)

